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 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

o March 17, 1975
' SECRET |

' MEMORANDUM FOR:  Major General John A, Wickham, Jr., USA .
' R Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense -~

SUBJECT: ' Training of Egyptian Military Forces

On February 10, the President authorized the provision of :
military training to members of the Egyptian armed forces
‘under arrangements to be agreed between the two governments.

The modalities of implementing this decision and the broader
 question of U.8. policy toward other military assistance to
“Egypt remain under review. At this time, however, it is

requested that the Department issue the necéssar-y instructions

to authorize the U. 5. Defense Attache in Caixo to initiate dis-
cussions with the Egyptian military representatives on those

‘details which normally must be addressed prior to the conclusion

of bilateral agreements for training assistance. There are no

restrictions on the character of training which may be discussed
with the Egyptian military representatives. '

No actual contracts or agreements should be concluded until the
Presidential Determination authorizing such contracts is issued
formally. :

As the talks proceed it is requested that this office be kept advised
.of progress and problem areas. ‘
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~ for National Sccurity Affairs

SIFICATION,

SEGNo Objection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-65-1-3-5

[ L U o I




A

C&Wl No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 LOC—HAK—65-14-3-5

- . wmEmoranouM W | w
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL QUTSIDE SYSTEM
ACTION
1622X -
SECRET/SENSITIVE/GDS ‘March 15, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: ~ GENERAL SCOWCRCFT
FROM: | CLINTON GRANGERS

ARTHUR HOUGHTON®

SUBJECT: Egyptian Army Training '

The problem Bob Qakley discusses in his telegram to you of this
morning (Tab C) is essentially this: will DOD allow George Guay
to talk concrete terms with the Egyptians without a formal
authorization or direction from the NSC to do s0? Until now,
DOD has taken the position that they cannot, and that until such
 time as a Determination has been formally issued (the present
restricted Determination authorizing training is being held pending
a decision by the Secretary as to whether it should be reissued in
unrestricted form) Guay should not discuss the subject with the
Egyptian Army. L

In fact, there is nothing that specifically prohibits Defense from
guch discussion with the Egyptians on training, or from authorizing.

. Guay to discuss it in detail, . The reluctance stems from a keen
interest in not being exposed, should this sensitive issue go public,
without clear authority. R ,

1t may be possible to overcome this obstacleé by discus sing the
requirement for prompt discussions by General Guay with General Wickham
making the following points: S : e

-~The present, restricted Determination authorizing training
i® being held administratively until the Secretary determines if it
should be issued or whether an unrestricted Determination may be

‘politicaly possible after the current round of settlement talks. It is
 valid, however, and embraces all types of training, combat training
 included. ' L :

SECRET/SENSITIVE GDS
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b. While plans for training on the basis of the current
Determination camnot be finalized, or money appropriated, there is -
nothing which would legally prevent us from discus smg concrete
arrangements with Egypt.

c. The Egyptian military is becoming mcreasmgly convmced
that we are deliberately stalling on the training issue. It is in our
broader interest, and within DOD's specific interest, to maintain a
constructive relationship with the Egyptian Army, to which we had
virtually no access from 1967 until the arrival of our Defense Attache
in Cairo. General Guay has had very little with to which to maintain
a mutually beneficial relationship, and while the training issue is
relatively mmor 1t is becommg a test of his credibility. '

In the event that General chkha.m concurs, a suggested telegram
replying to Bob Oakley is attached at Tab A

‘'The above suggested approach may not work, and DOD may continue
to hesitate until they receive a clear-cut authorization to move ahead,
In this eventuality, a suggested alternate response to Bob Oakley is
attached at Tab B, :

RECOMMENDATION:

1. That if DOD agrees to authorize George Guay to proceed with
concrete planning on U.S. military training for Egyptians, you
authorize the suggested telegram at Tab A, or as amended,

> --' C_,_,&M -3/}}/‘?
Approve;@ Disa.pp_rove, ‘. I2id f’“" |
2. Alternatively, if DOD does not agree, that you authorlze the
suggested telegram at Tab B, or as amended,' :

. | Approve Disapprove |
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SECRET

TO BORG/ADAMS PLEASE PASS ROBERT OAKLEY

FROM: &mwgswfBRENTSCOWCROFT2ﬁ?C?92yé;f’

REF;: HAKTO 48

1) Ihave discussed matter with Defense and they recognize need for
Guay to proceed with concrete talks with Egyptians about details of

training, including combat training. |

el i S o it B
'2) George Guay shoulcbrece:we a.uthor:.zatlonnon this basis

m&s. Please keep me informed if there are other difficulties.

3) Warm regards,

SECRET
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SECRET

FOR BORG/ADAMS PLEASE pAss ROBERT QAKLEY
FROM: LT. GEN. BRENT SCOWCROFT

REF: HAKTO 48

1. Restricted Presidential Determination, as you kﬁow, autﬁorized
all types of training. Following its signature, however, ii wés held
at your and Clint Granger!s suggestion pending a finding by the‘
S.ecreta.ry during this trip that it might be possible to Proceed forward_
 with an unrestricted Determination which would Permit us greater

flexibility in the future to deal with other Egyptian military requests.

2. The present restricted Determination is therefore in suspense,
Defense is extremely reluctant to proceed with planning for training,
including leoncrete talks with Hgyptians, without the direct authorization

the present Determination pProvides.

3., AsIsee it, there are three possible courses of action: ‘a.)‘“.to ;'elease
the Present ]jetermination to givé DOD the authorization it requires to
proc‘eed with planning; b) to continue to hold both the Determination and

- planning for Eg@tia.n Army training in the expecta.tion“‘tha.t an unrgstriéted
Determination may be issued following the current trip; c) to recommend

to the President that he sign an unrestricted Determination now. Each
SECRET
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SECRET | ” - ,
I ‘ ‘ page

course presents its special problems, with which you are famiiia.r
If you believe that action is required now, you will need to ra.ise‘matter

with the Secretary to ascertain which of above recourses he would prefer

4. Warm regards,

SECRET
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